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the one who is sacrificed, as it most always happens; for in abnega-
tion a person is purified and magnified. The glorification of "love" will
prove to have been one of the worst and most ridiculous errors of this
time. What I am saying may seem blasphemy only by virtue of the
frightful confusion this word love creates. It signifies just as well the
noblest and most disinterested ardor as it does the vilest; under cover
of this confusion what illegitimate privileges the latter enjoys! Almost
everything that is said about "love* is tainted with self-indulgence.

I do not know who signs the name "Gringoire" in the paper of the
same name. He gives us admirable examples of bad writing. His article
begins thus: "When it is, if it is ever successfully achieved, cured . . *
and immediately afterward: It would be premature to expect that Eu-
rope is, from one day to another, to recover . . .* etc. Whoever is not
stopped by such sentences at the very beginning of the article is wor-
thy of being convinced by Gringoire's "thinking/*

10 October

The rainy summer is followed by a splendid autumn. Two days in
succession I have gone by bicycle to join a group of gypsies who have
set up their camp at Les Loges. Some among them are tending the
horses grazing in an open space near the village. I tarry for some time,
seated beside them; members of the same family who had not seen
one another in three years and who met at Bourg-Achard. They belong
to a circus that is going to put on a show Sunday and Monday, the
market-day.

Return in the evening coolness, which would once have filled me
with a tremendous joy. But today, without a companion, my emotion
stays close to the ground and has forgotten how to take to the air. I
tell myself that I ought to feel moved and this keeps me from being so.
My liveliest joys are no longer brought me by my blunted senses. This
is fitting. My eyes have weakened considerably the last few days.

19 October

On reading Cr&nieux's book:84

Tendency to put more credit into . . . what cost more dearly. The
amount the war cost in human lives, in sufferings, etc. . . . leads us to
exaggerate its importance. The Russian experience of the Five-Year
Plan interests me more. Moreover it too cost dearly.

84 Inquietude et reconstruction (Unrest and Reconstruction), a study of
contemporary literature, which sees the early twenties dominated by the
spiritual upset caused by the war and followed by a period of new positive
values.